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Dressage “nines” at Catherston Futurity
The fifth 2007 regional Baileys Horse Feeds/British Breeding Futurity Young Horse Evaluation at Catherston Stud in Hampshire saw a strong dressage entry.
Over 50 young horses from foals to four years presented for evaluation in this rapidly-growing programme designed to identify performance potential in young horses and ponies with a view to nurturing talent for long term competitive success.

An improvement in quality from previous years was apparent, with just over 50% of those evaluated securing a first premium diploma for a score of over 80% against a fixed set of criteria developed to assess whether these equine athletes were likely to be able to stand the rigours of modern competition. The new veterinary section proved popular with participants, enabling potential performance inhibiting issues, such as hoof trimming, to be identified early so that they can be rectified.

Five horses in the dressage sections and one sports pony scored marks of nine out of ten with one filly foal, Sorlena (BWBS) by Sorento (Old) out of Chapelena (SWB) by Chapman (SWB), owned and bred by Claire Skinner scoring two marks over nine for Type and Athleticism. Baileys Horse Feeds fed Sorlena achieved the top score of the day at 8.62.
Says Claire Skinner of how the Futurity helps underpin her breeding programme “British breeders are struggling to attain recognition or a decent price for quality horses, it seems that many people choose to buy on the continent when British horses are just as good if not better. The Futurity helps breeders to gain recognition and add value to their foals when otherwise we would probably not be able to have them seen until much later on in their lives”.
Says the British Equestrian Federation’s Director of Equine Development Graham Suggett “with advance entries for all of the established Futurity venues nearing capacity, it is very pleasing that the benefits of this programme are starting to be realised. The aim is to continue to improve the quality of our British sport horses and ponies such that we can reinvigorate the British breeding industry and make it more buoyant and financially viable”.

Nines were also scored by:

Catherston Sanmoré (BWBS) Brown   Filly 27/03/2007 Sire: Deanes San Ciro Hit (SHBGB) Dam:  Moresca  (Hann)  by Maurice (Hann)  Owner and breeder: Mrs A G Loriston-Clarke  

Rosewater Breant (SPSS) Chestnut   Colt, 23/04/2007 Sire: Bernwode Brokat.  Dam:  Delphi (GRP) by Dornick B Owner and breeder: Rosewater Sports Ponies  

Shiraz ll (SHBGB) Chestnut Gelding, 30/05/2005 Sire: Tyson (KWPN). Dam: Hullam 106 Titkarno (Hung WB) by 794 Hullam (Hung WB) Owner and breeder: Margaret Hotson.

Astrid (KWPN)  Chestnut   Filly,  14/07/2005 Sire: Rousseau (KWPN). Dam:  Rindy  (KWPN)  by Kalusha (KWPN) Owner: C Bosanquet & R Rackstraw, breeder: K Jones and handler: C Bosanquet  

Rigoletto (BWBS)  Bay   filly  07/05/2004 Sire: Regazzoni  (SPSS) Dam:  Abergillan Ava Maria  (BWBS)  by Atlantus (BWBS) Owner and Breeder: Miss Lisa Yates
**  ENDS  **

Further information

Full Futurity details and complete results at www.bef.co.uk in the British Breeding section
Other Futurity Young Horse Evaluations

Osbaldeston, Lancs 26 July

Sunnybank, Caerphilly 2 August

Oatridge, West Lothian 9 August

Catherston Stud, Hants 16 August

Heart of England EC, Stone, Staffs 23 August

The Grange, Okehampton, Devon 30 August
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